
 

 

ATLANTIC COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Stillwater Building 

201 Shore Road, Northfield, New Jersey 08225 

and via Cisco Webex Video Conferencing  

~ ~  ~ 

Minutes of Meeting 

June 20, 2023        

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

A regular meeting of the Atlantic County Board of County 

Commissioners was called to order by Chairman John Risley at 4:00 

p.m., Eastern Standard Time, on the above-mentioned date, in the 

Stillwater Building located at 201 Shore Road, Northfield, NJ and 

via Cisco Webex Video. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 

STATEMENT 

 

Statement of Open Public Meeting Compliance:  Pursuant to the 

Open Public Meetings Act, Chairman Risley announced that 

adequate notice of this meeting, as required by said Act, has been 

published in The Press of Atlantic City, and mailed to The Current 

and The Hammonton Gazette; posted on the bulletin boards at 1333 

Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic City, the Stillwater Building, 201 Shore 

Road, Northfield and the County Clerk’s Office in Mays Landing. 

 

PRAYER, MOMENT OF 

SILENCE AND FLAG SALUTE  

 

The prayer was offered by Commissioner Balles followed by the flag 

salute led by Chairman Risley. 

ROLL CALL 

 

 

The following roll call was recorded:  PRESENT:  Balles, Bertino, 

Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern (arrived at 4:11 p.m.), 

Parker and Risley.   ABSENT:  None. 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

June 6, 2023    

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion to adopt and dispense with the reading of June 6, 2023 

minutes.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern.    

 

RESOLUTION NO. 319 

Grant application and 

acceptance for the PY 2023-2024 

Public Health Infrastructure, 

Laboratories and Emergency 

Preparedness (PHILEP) Grant  

 

 

  

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a grant application and acceptance from the New 

Jersey Department of Health for the PY 2023-2024 Public Health 

Infrastructure, Laboratories and Emergency Preparedness (PHILEP) 

Grant for an amount not to exceed $383,572.00 for the term 

commencing July 1, 2023 and terminating June 30, 2024.        

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 320 

Amending Resolution No. 669 

(12-6-22), a grant application for 

the FY23 County Aid Annual 

Transportation Plan (ATP) 

 

 

Commissioner Bertino moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion amending Resolution No. 669 adopted on December 6, 2022, 

a grant application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation 

for the FY23 County Aid Annual Transportation Plan (ATP) to 

include the replacement of the 8th Street Bridge (BV-2) and remove 

the Fire Road and Hingston Avenue signalization project at no 

additional cost for the term commencing from August 2, 2022 and 

terminating on August 1, 2025. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   ABSENT:  Kern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 321 

Grant application and 

acceptance for the County 

Reentry Coordinators (CRC) 

Program 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a grant application and acceptance from the New 

Jersey Department of Corrections for the County Reentry 

Coordinators (CRC) Program for an amount not to exceed 

$100,000.00 for the term commencing July 1, 2022 and terminating 

June 30, 2023. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call: 

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 322 

Grant application and 

acceptance for the Local Public 

Health Overdose Fatality Review 

Team 2023  

 

 

  

Commissioner Balles moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a grant application and acceptance from the New 

Jersey Department of Health for the Local Public Health Overdose 

Fatality Review Team 2023 for an amount not to exceed $75,000.00 

for the term commencing July 1, 2023 and terminating June 30, 

2024. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call: 

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern. 

 
MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 

323, 324, 344 AND 345 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Dase seconded a 

motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 323, 324, 344 and 

345. 

RESOLUTION NO. 323 

CHAPTER 159 

 

 

Insert into the budget of the year 2023 the sum of $77,000.00 from 

New Jersey Transit, 2023 Enhanced Mobility for Seniors and 

Persons with Disabilities Section 5310 FFY19.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 324 

CHAPTER 159 

 

 

Insert into the budget of the year 2023 the sum of $6,828,550.00 

from the State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, FY 

2023 Annual Transportation Plan - County Aid. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 344* 

CHAPTER 159 

 

 

 

Insert into the budget of the year 2023 the sum of $185,594.00 from 

the State of New Jersey, Department of Law and Public Safety, 

Sexual Assault Response Team/Forensic Nurse Examiner 

(SART/FNE) 2022-2023.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 345* 

CHAPTER 159 

 

 

 

Insert into the budget of the year 2023 the sum of $177,000.00 from 

the State of Pennsylvania, Office of the Attorney General, High 

Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) Program 2023.   

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 325 

Professional services agreement 

for the provision of medical 

services to inmates at the Atlantic 

County Justice Facility  

 

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a professional services agreement to establish a 

pool of medical providers for the provision of medical services to 

inmates at the Atlantic County Justice Facility for an amount not to 

exceed $700,000.00 for the term commencing July 1, 2023 and 

terminating June 30, 2024. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call: 

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Not in numerical order 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 326 

Professional services agreement 

for the provision of material 

testing services for various dam 

and transportation infrastructure 

related projects 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Bertino seconded a 

motion authorizing a professional services agreement with Colliers 

Engineering and Design, Inc. for the provision of material testing 

services for various dam and transportation infrastructure related 

projects for an amount not to exceed $184,174.00 for a one-year 

period commencing June 1, 2023 and terminating May 31, 2024.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 327 

Professional services agreement to 

implement the Overdose Fatality 

Review Team  

 

 

  

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Bertino seconded 

a motion authorizing a professional services agreement with Atlantic 

Prevention Resources to implement the Overdose Fatality Review 

Team for an amount not to exceed $70,000.00 for the period 

commencing on July 1, 2023 and terminating on June 30, 2024. 

  

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 328 

Amending Resolution No. 456  

(8-16-22), professional services 

agreements for the 2021-2022 

pool of architects, engineers, 

designers and other consultants  

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion amending Resolution No. 456 adopted on August 16, 2022, 

professional services agreements with various architects, engineers, 

designers and other professional consultants from the 2021-2022 

pool to extend the term date until August 31, 20323 at no additional 

cost. 

  

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   ABSENT:  Kern.   

RESOLUTION NO. 329 

Renewal competitive contract for 

the operation of a Family Success 

Center  

 

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a renewal competitive contract with AtlantiCare 

Behavioral Health for the operation of a Family Success Center for 

an amount not to exceed $292,009.00 for the one-year term 

commencing July 1, 2023 and terminating on June 30, 2024. 

  

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Parker 

and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINED:  Kern.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 330 

Renewal competitive contract for 

the operation of two Family 

Success Centers  

 

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a renewal competitive contract with the Center 

for Family Services for the operation of two Family Success Centers 

for an amount not to exceed $560,114.00 for the one-year term 

commencing July 1, 2023 and terminating on June 30, 2024.  

  

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 331 

Bid contract for the provision of 

HVAC upgrades at existing 

server buildings at five (5) 

Atlantic County radio tower sites  

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a bid contract with Kisby-Lees Mechanical, LLC 

t/a Kisby Shore Corp. for the provision of HVAC upgrades at 

existing server buildings at five (5) Atlantic County radio tower sites 

for an amount not to exceed $253,000.00 for the period commencing 

from notice of award to March 31, 2024. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  

 

 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 332 

Bid contract to furnish and 

deliver rock salt to members of 

the Atlantic County Cooperative  

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a bid contract with Chemical Equipment Labs to 

furnish and deliver rock salt to members of the Atlantic County 

Cooperative for an amount not to exceed $622,160.00 for the period 

commencing from notice of award and terminating May 31, 2024. 

  

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 333 

Bid contract to furnish and 

deliver miscellaneous office 

supplies to members of the 

Atlantic County Cooperative 

 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Coursey seconded a 

motion authorizing a bid contract with W.B. Mason Company to 

furnish and deliver miscellaneous office supplies to members of the 

Atlantic County Cooperative for an amount not to exceed 

$204,127.80 commencing upon notice of award and terminating 

June 30, 2024. 

  

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 334 

Renewal bid contract to furnish 

and deliver milk and dairy 

products to members of the 

Atlantic County Cooperative  

 
 

Commissioner Kern moved and Commissioner Bertino seconded a 

motion authorizing a renewal bid contract with Cream-O-Land 

Dairies, LLC to furnish and deliver milk and dairy products to 

members of the Atlantic County Cooperative for an amount not to 

exceed $134,905.83 for the period commencing September 1, 2023 

to August 31, 2024.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 335 

Subgrant agreement for drug and 

alcohol education and prevention 

programs with focus on youth 

leadership  

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion authorizing a subgrant agreement with various Atlantic 

County municipalities for drug and alcohol education and prevention 

programs with focus on youth leadership for an amount not to exceed 

$40,617.00 for the period commencing September 1, 2023 and 

terminating September 30, 2025. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 336 

Payment in lieu of performance 

agreement for restoration work 

along Bargaintown Road in Egg 

Harbor Township  

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Parker moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion authorizing a payment in lieu of performance agreement with 

South Jersey Gas for restoration work along Bargaintown Road in 

Egg Harbor Township for an amount not to exceed $50,575.00. 

  

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None. 

RESOLUTION NO. 337 

Shared services agreement to 

provide security services within 

the Folsom School District  
 

 

 

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Parker seconded a 

motion authorizing a shared services agreement with the Atlantic 

County Sheriff’s Office and the Folsom Board of Education to 

provide security services within the Folsom School District for the 

term commencing July 1, 2023 through and including June 30, 2024, 

revenue generating. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 

  



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 338 

Memorandum of understanding 

for the Atlantic County Workforce 

Development Board Workforce 

Innovations and Opportunity Act 

(WIOA) Local Plan  

 

 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Coursey seconded a 

motion authorizing a memorandum of understanding for the Atlantic 

County Workforce Development Board Workforce Innovations and 

Opportunity Act (WIOA) Local Plan for the period commencing 

July 1, 2023 and terminating June 30, 2026, at no cost. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 339 

Amending Resolution No. 460  

(8-16-22), a bid contract for the 

reconstruction of Farragut 

Avenue (CR 660) in Mays 

Landing  

 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion amending Resolution No. 460 adopted on August 16, 2022, a 

bid contract with Landberg Construction, LLC for the reconstruction 

of Farragut Avenue (CR 660) in Mays Landing to include a 5-year 

warranty for the concrete work to begin on January 20, 2025, and 

will terminate on January 20, 2030, at no cost. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 340 

EUS contract to obtain flood 

insurance for County owned real 

and personal property located 

within various buildings 

throughout the County  
 

 

 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion authorizing an EUS contract with Insurance Agencies, Inc. to 

obtain flood insurance for County owned real and personal property 

located within various buildings throughout the County for an 

amount not to exceed $16,848.00. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 341 

EUS contract to purchase a 

storage tank pollution liability 

policy including terrorism 

coverage for the County’s four 

underground storage tanks  
 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion authorizing an EUS contract with Glenn Insurance, Inc. to 

purchase a storage tank pollution liability policy including terrorism 

coverage through Liberty Surplus (Ironshore) for the County’s four 

underground storage tanks for an amount not to exceed $11,801.00 

for the policy period of June 15, 2023 to June 15, 2024. 

 

Creed Pogue, resident of Estell Manor, asked if the County plans to 

lower the number of underground storage tanks.  Deputy County 

Administrator Rutala responded.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 342 

Sourcewell National Cooperative 

contract to furnish and deliver 

emergency response equipment 

to the Division of Public Health  

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Balles moved and Commissioner Coursey seconded a 

motion authorizing a Sourcewell National Cooperative contract with 

Safeware Inc. to furnish and deliver emergency response equipment 

to the Division of Public Health for an amount not to exceed 

$568,000.00 for the term commencing from notice of award and 

terminating December 31, 2023. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 343 

Resolution authorizing the 

Atlantic County Prosecutor to 

purchase undercover vehicles for 

confidential and undercover 

investigations  

 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Parker seconded a 

motion authorizing the Atlantic County Prosecutor to purchase 

undercover vehicles for confidential and undercover investigations 

from Mall Chevrolet for an amount not to exceed $70,000.00 for the 

term commencing from notice of award and terminating August 31, 

2023. 

 



 

 

 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 344 

CHAPTER 159 

 

 

 

Moved to the top of the agenda.  Insert into the budget of the year 

2023 the sum of $185,594.00 from the State of New Jersey, 

Department of Law and Public Safety, Sexual Assault Response 

Team/Forensic Nurse Examiner (SART/FNE) 2022-2023.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 345 

CHAPTER 159 

 

 

 

Moved to the top of the agenda. Insert into the budget of the year 

2023 the sum of $177,000.00 from the State of Pennsylvania, Office 

of the Attorney General, High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas 

(HIDTA) Program 2023.   

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Kern. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 346 

Change order for pedestrian and 

traffic signal improvements of 

twenty-eight (28) signalized 

intersections along County Route 

629 in Longport, Margate, 

Ventnor and Atlantic City 

 

 

 

Commissioner Bertino moved and Commissioner Coursey seconded 

a motion authorizing change order no. 4, a contract with L. Feriozzi 

Concrete Company for pedestrian and traffic signal improvements of 

twenty-eight (28) signalized intersections along County Route 629 in 

Longport, Margate, Ventnor and Atlantic City for a net increase of 

$295,765.10 and a total amendatory amount of $11,664,534.44.    

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

 

MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 

347 TO 349 

 

Commissioner Balles moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 347 to 349.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 347 

Appointments to the Atlantic 

County Advisory Commission on 

Women  

 

Appointment of Susan J. Coll-Guedes and Marylou McAdams 

Corson, Esq. to the Atlantic County Advisory Commission on 

Women for a term to expire on February 28, 2026. 

RESOLUTION NO. 348 

Appointment to the Atlantic 

County Workforce Development 

Board 

 

Appointment of Charles A. Wallace, II to the Atlantic County 

Workforce Development Board for a term to expire on June 30, 

2026.  

 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 349 

Reappointments to the Board of 

Education of the Special Services 

School District and the 

Vocational School District of the 

County of Atlantic 

 

 

 

Reappointment of Edwin Lopez-Bernard, M.D., Mark W. Ludwick 

and Patricia Marshall to the Board of Education of the Special 

Services School District and the Vocational School District of the 

County of Atlantic for a term to expire on July 1, 2026.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll call:  

AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Fitzpatrick, Gatto, Kern, 

Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.   

RESOLUTION NO.  350 

Resolution in support of U.S. 

G.A.O. investigation into the 

impact of offshore wind and the 

extension of public comment 

period 

 

 

Commissioner Bertino moved and Commissioner Dase seconded a 

motion supporting an immediate moratorium on offshore wind 

development projects (Sponsor: John W. Risley, Jr. and Richard R. 

Dase).  

 

Commissioner Fitzpatrick moved and Commissioner Coursey 

seconded a motion to table the resolution.  

 



 

 

 The above-mentioned motion to table the resolution failed by the 

following roll call:  AYES: Coursey and Fitzpatrick. NAYS:   

Balles, Bertino, Dase, Gatto, Kern, Parker and Risley.   

 

Commissioner Dase offered amended language to the resolution.   

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Parker seconded a 

motion to amend the resolution to add and delete language.   

 

The above-mentioned motion to amend the resolution was adopted 

by the following roll call:  AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, 

Gatto, Kern, Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINED: 

Fitzpatrick.  

 

Chairman Risley opened the public hearing for comments at 5:01 

p.m. 

 

Keith Moore, resident of Brigantine, supports the resolution but 

would like the Board to reconsider a moratorium.  

 

Lori Goldsmid, resident of Brigantine, clarified the distance of the 

offshore wind turbines. 

 

Dr. Philip Pepe, resident of Brigantine, urged the Board to vote no 

on a moratorium because of the benefits of the project.  

 

Gary Wolf, resident of Northfield, supports the resolution because of 

the negative impacts on the fishing industry. 

 

Rich Baehrle, resident of Northfield, is a fisherman who believes the 

negative effects of the windmills will be irreversible.   

 

Tim Kriebel, Ventnor Commissioner, thanked the Board for the 

resolution to address the concerns of his coastal community 

constituents.  

 

Creed Pogue, resident of Estell Manor, stated the County does not 

have the authority to do a moratorium on development.  

 

Rhonda Delasandro, resident of Galloway, provided the 

specifications of the wind turbines and encouraged the Board to read 

the BOEM Environmental Impact Statement.  

 

Dan Lawler, Longport Commissioner, supports the resolution along 

with Commissioner Leeds.   

 

Anne Phillips, resident of Brigantine, thanked the Board for the 

resolution and urged the Board to use the law to defeat the project. 

 

Virginia Houck, resident of Brigantine, urged everyone to read the 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) report about the 

adverse effects of the project.  
 

Eileen Barker, resident of Atlantic City, stated wind turbines are not 

green energy and shared a photo of a turbine. 

 

Jerry Szucs, resident of Brigantine, appreciates the nonpartisan 

views but supports offshore wind development.  

 

Gina Ackerman, resident of Linwood, requested the project be 

researched first to understand the impacts of offshore wind 

development. 

 

 



 

 

Doug Crawford, resident of Ocean City, believes there are other 

alternatives for energy than industrializing the ocean.   

 

Sunni Vargas, resident of Forked River, supports the development 

stating there are other explanations for the whale deaths.  

 

Christine Mazzulo, resident of Brigantine, relayed that people do not 

know what is going on with this project and is concerned for the 

health of humans and animals. 

 

John Kunterman, resident of Avalon, is fighting for marine life and 

supports the resolution.  

 

Kathryn Finnegan, resident of Brigantine, thanked the Board for the 

resolution and encouraged the Board to consider their constituents.  

 

Kim O’Brien, resident of Somers Point, stated the waters are 

warming and asked if the Board will accept the findings of the 

Governor’s Accountability Office. 

 

Hector Tavarez, resident of Egg Harbor Township, stated the 

resolution is political and the focus should be on facts. 

 

Cyndi Pekarick, resident of Brigantine, does not know the cause of 

whale deaths and humans are polluting the air, land and now the 

ocean.  

 

There being no further comments, the meeting was closed to the 

public at 6:03 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Dase seconded a 

motion to adopt the resolution as amended.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted as amended by the 

following roll call:  AYES:  Balles, Bertino, Coursey, Dase, Gatto, 

Kern, Parker and Risley.  NAYS:  Fitzpatrick.   

 
REPORTS OF SPECIAL 

COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD 

 

There were no reports of special committees.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

There was no unfinished business.  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Chairman Risley reported that the County’s Bond AA rating was 

upheld due to the consistency of Administration.   

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

AND PETITIONS 

 

Written communications and petitions were received by this office 

from June 7, 2023 to June 20, 2023.        

 

Commissioner Gatto announced that the Surrogate’s Office Vicinage 

1 Probate Court is now ranked number one in the State of New 

Jersey.   

 

Commissioner Balles would like to honor Mr. Curcio and his team at 

an upcoming meeting.    

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  Chairman Risley opened the meeting to the public at 6:14 p.m.  

 

Hector Tavarez, resident of Egg Harbor Township, thanked 

Commissioners Risley, Kern and Fitzpatrick for attending the PAL 

College Signing Day event.  

 

Bryant Brown, resident of Pleasantville, inquired about an update on 

the issues at ACCC.  Chairman Risley responded.  

 



 

 

    

     

    Submitted by, 

 

 

 

         Tara Silipena    

        Clerk of the Board 

There being no further comments, Chairman Risley closed the public 

portion at 6:17 p.m.    

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 

Commissioner Coursey would like to honor Miss New Jersey at an 

upcoming meeting.  

 

Commissioner Gatto clarified that she reads and knows what is in all 

resolutions.       

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

Chairman Risley entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Commissioner Coursey moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion to adjourn the Commissioners’ meeting. The motion was 

unanimously passed. The meeting was adjourned at 6:19 p.m.   

 


